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Appleby  Archaeology  Group 


Medieval  Friaries 


The  Appleby  Archaeology  Group  and  visitors  enjoyed  an 
interesting  talk  at  their  November  meeting  from  Barbara 
Harbottle  on  Medieval  Friaries-  Miss  Harbottle  had 
researched  several  of  the  friaries  which  she  described. 

She  began  by  explaining  that  around  1  ?"*  “■  St  Francis  of 
Assist  founded  the  first  order  of  friars-  This  was  to  be 
a  new  and  vigourous  approach  to  religious  life  and 
differed  from  the  monastic  system  in  that  friars  saw 
themselves  as  mi ssi onari es *  preacher  and  educators, 
attached  to  an  order  but  able  to  move  within  the 
community  and  from  site  to  site.  Monks  had  local 
stability  bound  to  their  monasteries.  Friaries  were 
built  in  centres  of  population,  they  were  urban 
f oundat i ons , 

There  were  two  principal  orders,  the  Dominicans  and  the 
Fransi scans .  The  Dominicans  or  Black  Friars  arrived  in 
England  in  1221,  They  were  interested  in  the  training 
and  education  of  scholars  and  went  first  to  Oxford. 

There  was  a  rapid  growth  in  the  number  of  their  friaries 
in  1260  there  were  35  by  1348,  57.  The  Fransiscans  or 
Grey  Friars  arrived  three  years  later  going  first  i o 
Canterbury,  by  the  14th  century  they  had  60  houses. 

There  were  other  lesser  orders  these  included  the 
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The  friary  churches,  orientated  east  west,  were 
rectangular  and  formed  by  two  buildings  the  choir  and  the 
nave-  When  the  church  needed  to  be  enlarged  an  aisle  or 
a  new  church  was  built.  There  was  a  walking  space 
between  the  choir  and  nave,  pierced  by  a  central  arch 
which  might  carry  a  tower.  The  pulpit  was  in  the  nave 
and  from  there  the  friars  would  preach  to  the  community 
at  large.  Services  in  the  choir  would  be  for  the  order. 

There  is  documentary  evidence  to  suggest  that  there  were 
libraries  but  there  is  no  structural  evidence,  An 
intriguing  footnote  was  the  idea  that  the  friars  had 
study  bedrooms.  The  clues  to  this  are  the  arrangement  of 
windows  and  the  divisions  in  walls  which  can  be  seen  at  a 
site  in  Gloucester. 

An  informative  evening  was  concluded  by  the  speaker 
answering  questions  from  the  floor. 
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